
Misuse of grade equivalents 
WHEREAS, standardized, norm· referenced tests can provide information 

useful to teachers, students, and parents, if the results of such tests are used 
properly, and 

WHEREAS, proper use of any standardized test depends on a thorough 
understanding of the test's purpose, the way it was developed, and any 
limitations it has, and 

WHEREAS, failure to fully understand these factors can lead to serious 
misuse of test results, and 

WHEREAS, one of the most serious misuses of tests is the reliance on a 
grade equivalent as an indicator of absolute performance, when a grade 
equivalent should be interpreted as an indicator of a test-taker's performance 
in relation to the performance of other test-takers used to norm the test, and 

WHEREAS, in reading education, the misuse of grade equivalents-has led 
to such mistaken assumptions as: (1) a grade equivalent of 5.0, on a reading 
test means that the test-taker will be able to read fifth grade material, and (2) a 
grade equivalent of 10.0 by a fourth grade student means that student reads 
like a tenth grader even though the test may include only sixth grade material 
as its top level of difficulty, and 

WHEREAS, the misuse of grade equivalents promotes misunderstanding 
of a student's reading ability and leads to underreliance on other norm
referenced scores which are much less susceptible to misinterpretation and 
misunderstanding, be it 

RESOLVED, that the International Reading Association strongly advo
cates that those who administe standardized reading tests abandon the 
practice of using grade equivalents to report performance of either 
individuals or groups of test-takers and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the president or executive director of the Association 
write to test publishers urging them to eliminate grade equivalents from their 
tests. 

Resolution passed y the Delegates Assembly of the fnternational Readin 
Association, April 1981 


